AT: Where to Get It & How to Get It
Employers with 15 or more employees have the responsibility to pay for AT as ‘reasonable accommodation’ under the ADA as well as the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.
	Note:  The employee is responsible for providing personal accommodations such as hearing aids, wheelchairs, and personal attendants.

· Medicare:  Assistive technology may be funded under Part B as durable medical equipment, prosthetic devices and augmentative communication devices.  It must be medically necessary, be able to withstand repeated use, have a life expectancy of 3 years,  used in the home and not be useful to someone who does not have an injury or disability.  
· Medical Insurance:  Similar to Medicare, must be medically necessary and may vary amongst policies.
· School Districts:  If a student has an IEP and requires AT to access education and meet IEP goals, the school may provide what is needed.  This could include low cost items for job training and access if employment trainings is part of the IEP.   Note that communication devices and computer access systems purchased by a school district for use in education do not go with the student when they graduate, so it is best to seek funding for these through insurance programs. 
· Vocational Rehabilitation:  Assistance provided with selecting and acquiring AT.  Based on financial needs, the individual may have to contribute.   The PA OVR website states that AT is provided if needed to get or keep a job and can include low end or high end tech as well as assistance with evaluation, selection, maintenance and training.
· Telecommunication Equipment Distribution Programs (TEDPs): Provide free or low-cost equipment to qualified individuals to accommodate hearing loss and improve phone and other telecommunication access.  While eligibility requirements, types of equipment covered and benefits vary from state to state, most are administered along similar lines.  See the state listings on the Resource page.
· Private Funding Sources:  local service organizations , grants
· Adult Services Agencies
· Used equipment vendors, networks and Ebay
· Short term AT lending libraries
· Long term loans, rentals, rent to own programs (usually through AT manufacturers)
· Personal or charitable fund drives
· State Assistive Technology Foundations:  in PA it is PATF (Pa Assistive Technology Foundation)
· Personal Funding
· Generic Low tech items can be easily purchased at stores and on-line:   Bed Bath and Beyond, Organized Living, Kitchen stores, Home Depot, Lowes, Teacher supply stores, Drug stores, Book stores, Target,  Kmart, Wal-mart, Best Buy, Amazon and more!   You never know where you may find a helpful solution!



